
Ordinance #12 revised - March 14, 2005


Introduced by Council Member Crescimbeni & Co-sponsored by Council
President Yarborough:
ORDINANCE 2014-552    
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 656.401(e) (CARE CENTERS/DAY CARE CENTERS), SUBPART A (PERFORMANCE STANDARDS AND DEVELOPMENT CRITERIA), PART 4 (SUPPLEMENTARY REGULATIONS), CHAPTER 656 (ZONING CODE), ORdINANCE CODE TO PROHIBIT CHILD CARE FACILITIES ESTABLISHED AFTER oCTOBER 1, 2014 FROM LOCATING WITHIN 2,500 FEET OF A REGISTERED SEXUAL PREDATOR RESIDENCE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the City of Jacksonville supports doing anything within its power to protect its citizenry, particularly children, from becoming victimized by sexual predators; and


WHEREAS, there are over 2700 sexual offenders and predators living in Duval County, and sexual predators are defined as individuals who have used physical violence in committing their crime, or have preyed on very young children; and


WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 775.21, Florida Statutes, (the Florida Sexual Predators Act) sexual predators are required to register certain information, including their place of residence with the Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE) ; and

WHEREAS, Florida law prohibits a sexual predator from residing within 1,000 feet of a school, day care center, park, playground, library, or other location where children regularly congregate; and


WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 685.102, Ordinance Code, Jacksonville currently has an expanded zone of protection and prohibits a sexual predator from residing within 2,500 feet of a school, public library, day care center, park, playground, or other place where children regularly congregate; 

WHEREAS, creating a situation where there are no places for sexual predators to lawfully reside in Jacksonville does not protect the community but rather results in a transient population that poses a significant danger and menace to public health and to children if the predators go unregistered and become less traceable through the FDLE registration process; and
 

WHEREAS, ensuring that registered sexual predators remain traceable, and to discourage this dangerous population from becoming transient, a requirement is established that all new day care centers must be at least 2,500 feet from the established residence of a lawfully registered sexual predator; now therefore,
BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:

Section 1.

Section 656.401(E) (Care centers/day care centers), Subpart A (Performance Standards and Development Criteria), Part 4 (Supplementary Regulations), Chapter 656 (Zoning Code), Ordinance Code is hereby amended as follows:
CHAPTER 656

ZONING CODE

* * *
PART 4.
SUPPLEMENTARY REGULATIONS
* * *
Sec. 656.401 –Performance standards and development criteria. 
* * *
(e)
Care centers/day care centers:
* * *


(10)
After October 1, 2014, new day care centers shall not be located within 2,500 feet of a sexual predator residence.  The Planning and Development Department shall produce a special purpose survey using the Florida Department of Law Enforcement database of registered sexual predators to determine if such residence exists within a radius of 2,500 feet of the proposed day care center.
* * *
Section 2.

Effective Date.  This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature.
Form Approved:

    /s/ Susan C. Grandin_____   
Office of General Counsel

Legislation prepared by:  Susan C. Grandin
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